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Albania Update - January 2018 from Stewart and Carol Sampson 
 
 

 
    

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Humble beginnings 

 
In obedience to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, following seasons of much prayer and faith-stretched 
preparation, Carol and I left the shores of Cape Town, South Africa for Tirana, Albania in October 2012 
where we slotted in with WEC Balkans ministry team and also secured the rental of an apartment in Don 
Bosco, which has been our home for the past 5 years.  
 
We sensed the need to focus on the unreached “Roma” people group in Albania, also sometimes referred 
to as Gypsies. The Roma people group are somewhat marginalized within some societies and often end up 
in the more menial roles within their society, sometimes “frowned upon” or “looked down” upon by their 
fellow citizens.  

 
As a couple we are the very first missionaries commissioned and sent forth by a partnership of 
Worldwide Evangelization for Christ (WEC) and the Assemblies of God Association in the Western 
Cape (AOG) 
 
Our departure, in obedience to the Lord, to Albania, has been a partnership from the beginning with many 
individuals, and churches. As a couple, with the church in Selita, we are eternally thankful for this. 

 
Our first encounter was somewhat of a “baptism of fire” as we unexpectedly had to navigate the daunting 
task of securing our residents permits with the associated red-tape processes which resulted in us having to 
leave the country of Albania shortly after our arrival and travel to the UK in order to obtain an "E" type visa, 
which would permit us to work in Albania, from the Albanian Embassy in London. Only upon the granting of 
the “E” type visa could we then apply for our resident’s permit.  
 
We praise God that’s more than 5 years ago now and having overcome the initial hurdles we are now firmly 
in possession of our permanent resident’s permit. It was a worthwhile and rewarding journey.  
 
The second priority following our legal processes was to enroll in a language school to study the Albanian 
language in keeping with the WEC policy which requires long term workers firstly, to study the language for 
two years, prior to engaging in active ministry. At our “mature age” learning a new language was rather 
challenging, but through God's help we managed to accomplish this essential objective which certainly 
empowered us and literally opened so many doors of communication and relational conversation initiatives 
with the local Albanians.  
We embarked upon regular prayer walks within the “target area” identified for outreach ministry, with a 
view to pioneering a church plant amongst the Roma people in a needy community called Selita, a town on 
the outskirts of Tirana, Albania.  
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Prayer and Progress 
 
By the grace of God and the faithful prayer and financial 
partnership of our committed and faithful partners, we have 
witnessed over the last two years, the birthing of a church 
congregation in Selita, consisting of Albanian Women and 
Children, aptly named “Church of Hope” which was officially 
launched on 5 October 2015 starting in the living room of a 
Roma family. As participants increased the venue became too 
small 
 
In our efforts to facilitate the numerically growing new church 
we rented an appropriate venue from December 2015 where 

we celebrated Christmas for the first time as a new church plant. We have progressively witnessed the 
faithful provision of the Lord, amongst others, in the furnishing of the church venue, including the chairs 
(see attached photo below) and other essential equipment.  
 

During our first year of pioneering God called two local Albanians to work with us. Mona and Alba Jani  
(a mother and daughter team) have since become our precious coworkers in the ministry and are a  
great blessing in the work of the Lord. 
 
Currently the church focuses on its three established and growing ministries which are as follows: 
1. Children Ministry 
2. Ladies Bible Studies 
3. Teaching English to Roma children 
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The following two annual Summer activities, supplement both the Children and Ladies Ministry  
   and are a great blessing to the church:  
   1. Children’s 4 - 5 Summer Camp   
   2. Beach Picnic 
We've taken the church through a dynamic discipleship 
course, which is producing beautiful, consistent and lasting 
fruit in the  
lives of many.  
 
We have now embarked on the next, and in many ways 
possibly the last phase of our personal church planting 
ministering undertaking here in Selita, which is the 
equipping and training of Leadership.  
This important assignment is essential to provide capable 
indigenous Albanian leadership, required to guarantee the 
sustainability of the work and future growth and 
development of the Church of Hope in Selita, Albania. 
 
Upon reflection and realizing it's almost six years since we first arrived in Albania, not knowing exactly what 
God intended to do with and through us. We can now look back over the past five years and with gratitude 
echo the words of Prophet Samuel as recorded in 1 Samuel 7:12 - “Then Samuel took a stone, placed it 
between Mizpah and Shen and named it Ebenezer. He said, "The LORD has helped us this far." 
 
1 Samuel 7:12 - “Atherë Samueli mori një gur e ngriti midis Mitspahut dhe Shenit dhe e quajti Eben-Ezer, 
duke thënë: "Deri këtu Zoti na ka ndihmuar". 

 

A Future in Faith 
 
We plan to return to Albania in March 2018 to engage in our “last season” within the Church of Hope in 
Selita, Tirana to ensure that structures are firmly in place to facilitate the continued growth and 
effectiveness of the ministry. 

                   

 
 
 
As we entrust to God our future avenues of engagement in reaching the nations for Christ, whether in 
Albania or elsewhere or on home soil in South Africa we will remain missionaries under the auspices of the 
AOG Association and WEC International. 
 
It is our sincere prayer and strong desire that our ministry partners who have rallied with us both in prayer 
and financially for the past five years, will continue in faithful partnership with the ministry and members of 
the Church of Hope in Selita as we believe God for an even greater harvest in the Balkans.   
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Having said this, we are sensing a strong call into mobilizing the African church for missions. We are mindful 
that God has put us through a school of experience over many years which has prepared us for the task of 
mobilizing churches and nations for God’s mission. With this in mind we need to be positioned for the 
necessary shift in synch with the Lord’s timing, whilst at the same time identifying capable local Albanian 
leaders which will obviously include our current coworkers, unto whom we can entrust the overall 
responsibility of the church in Selita.    
 
Please refer our contact details below for communication with us by email, text messages or phone and for 
additional information or ministry partnership engagement.  
 
Every blessing of God’s abundant blessing and favour upon your lives and ministry, together with your 
families and churches as we together forge ahead with the “task remaining” to reach the lost for Christ 
 
Yours in Kingdom service 
 

Stewart and Carol Sampson 
  

 
 
Contact Information: 
Email:   stewartsampson15@gmail.com ;  

  @StewartSampson4  

 
Sending Church: 
Logos Assembly of God Belhar - Email: logosaog@mweb.co.za  
Contact: Pastor Albert Wiggins  
Email: ajswiggins@mweb.co.za ; ajswiggins@outlook.com  
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