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David is anointed king. 
 
 
I’m going to tell you a story now, in my special story-telling chair.  
 
Samuel had been called by God as a very, very young man. He was an important priest for God and he 
served King Saul. It was time for a new king, and God told Samuel to stop being so miserable about 
Saul, who turned out to be not such a great king. He told Samuel to go and find a man called Jesse who 
lived in Bethlehem. I had an Auntie Jessie once; I didn’t know men were called Jesse, but they were 
back in those days. And he lived in Bethlehem: Bethlehem, that’s familiar isn’t it. Who else do we know 
came from Bethlehem?  
 
“Jesus.” 
 
Yes, he did.  
 
Samuel was scared; he thought ‘Saul would kill me if he finds out I’m looking for a new king!’ God said 
“Trust me. I know what I’m doing. Go to Jesse and tell him you want to make a sacrifice to God. I’ll 
show you what to do. You are to anoint the one I show you, to be king.” Anointing is just like putting 
some oil on the head and showing that this is the man, this is the one that’s going to be the next king. 
So Samuel went to Bethlehem and he found Jesse. They set up a proper sacrifice and Jesse brought his 
eldest son before Samuel. The eldest sons are so important, aren’t they? And he stood before Samuel; a 
big strong handsome man. God said, “No, he’s not the one: it’s not him. You’re looking at the outside 
and you’re seeing somebody big and strong, but I’m looking inside, and I’m looking at what sort of 
person he is, and he’s not the one.” 
 
So, Jesse went off and got his next son who’s called Abinadab: very odd name. And God said “No, not 
him either.” This went on for quite a little while: there were seven sons, all came before Samuel, 
strutting their stuff, ‘it’s bound to be me, I’m so important.’ And it wasn’t any of them: all seven sons – 
none of them. So Samuel said, “Got any more sons?” Jesse said, “Well, there is one, and his name’s 
David.”  
 
Does anyone know what he might have done for a living? what did David do for a living? 
 
“A shepherd.” 
 
Yes, he was a shepherd. So he wasn’t little and weedy really, was he? Because if he was out in the fields 
looking after the sheep, he had to have a little something about him. But he wasn’t the eldest, and he 
wasn’t the biggest, or the most handsome or the strongest, but Samuel said, “Go and get David.” So he 
did. 
 
David arrived and he stood before Jesse. “Yes” said God, “he’s the one. He’s the one that will be king. 
So Samuel anointed him to be the next king. God had great plans for David, and this was just the 
beginning. You’re going to find out more about what happens to David in the next few weeks.  
But God didn’t choose the biggest and the strongest, but the youngest. And God chooses all of us - all of 
you, to be His special friends too. And now we’re going to sing our wonderful “I am a friend of God” 
song to remind us of that. 
 
Sarah Mir 


