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Joseph – my favourite Bible story 
 
I know you want me to put the joker hat on but we’re going to do that when it’s quiz time. I know 
you’re used to me standing up and doing the quiz, but tonight I’m going to tell you a story OK. What 
we thought we would do over the next few weeks is all tell our favourite Bible story. So I’m going to tell 
you my favourite Bible story and then I’m going to tell you why it’s my favourite, OK. Has anyone 
heard of Joseph? 
“Yes.” “Yes.” “Yes.” 
 
Now Joseph is my favourite Bible story. The first we hear about Joseph is when he is about 17 years 
old. And do you know what he was doing at 17? Taking care of sheep and goats. So what job do you 
think that is, looking after sheep and goats?  
“A shepherd.” 
A shepherd, yes. It could be a shepherd. What else do you think? 
“A farmer.” 
A farmer, yes. He could be a shepherd or a farmer; and at 17 years old, that was what he was doing. 
“I learnt about that at school.” 
You learnt about that at school: that’s brilliant. So hopefully then, what I say will be what you heard at 
school. And Joseph lived in a place called Canaan. Now Joseph had a dad, and his name was Jacob. So 
Jacob loved Joseph very much, and in fact Joseph was Jacob’s favourite. Now how many brothers do 
you think Joseph had? Does anyone know? 
“One.” 
No, higher. 
“Eight” 
Higher. 
“Twelve.” 
Lower. 
“Ten.” 
“Eleven.” 
Eleven, yes. Joseph had eleven brothers, but to Jacob, Joseph was his favourite. And do you know what 
he did? He bought him a lovely present. You’ll have to imagine this: it was a beautiful colourful coat. So 
tonight this hat is the beautiful colourful coat. There you go, I told you I’d put my hat on. Now all the 
brothers were really jealous of Joseph and they were jealous of his lovely coat. And why wouldn’t you 
be? You’d all want one wouldn’t you. 
  
Now, Joseph had very strange dreams, and he saw things like a sun, and the moon, and the stars were 
bowing down to him in a dream. Do you ever have dreams like that? 
“No.” 
Me neither. I don’t have dreams like that: I tend to have normal dreams, about things I’ve been doing 
in the daytime. Now, Joseph was definitely different and his brothers were so jealous of him; do you 
know what they decided to do? 
“Kill him.” 
Exactly. They wanted to kill Joseph. But Reuben, one of his brothers, stuck up for Joseph, and he said, 
“Let’s not kill him: let’s throw him in a dry well and leave him there.” And that’s what they did. But 
then they decided they were going to pull him out, and they were going to sell him. Imagine being sold! 
So they picked him up, took him to some men that were passing by, and they sold him for twenty 
pieces of silver. The men then took Joseph to Egypt. 
 
So when he got to Egypt he ended up working for a man with a very strange name. does anyone know 
what it is? It begins with P.  
“Pharaoh.” 
No, not quite yet; later on. 
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“Potiphar.” 
Potiphar: his name was Potiphar. Has anyone heard that name before? So that’s who he started 
working for. He was an important man, and maybe someone like Potiphar would nowadays be 
someone like the Prime Minister: someone who works at a really important job. Now Joseph was his 
personal servant and Potiphar was so pleased with him he put him in charge of his house and 
everything he owned. But then it all went wrong. Potiphar’s wife told lies about Joseph and Potiphar 
believed her and then she had something horrible done to Joseph: what do you think that was: does 
anyone know? 
“Put him in jail.” 
 
Yes, he was thrown in jail. Potiphar said, “Right Joseph, I’m not happy with you, you’re going to jail.” 
And that’s what happened. So after the good time first of all, then he had bad times: being thrown in 
prison. And while he was in prison he met two people in there: one was called a baker, and one was a 
wine steward. And do you know what? They both had dreams, and God gave Joseph the ability to 
explain what the dreams meant. And then, what Joseph said about those dreams came true. 
 
Maybe I’ll tell you a bit more about that another time, but we’ll skip on a little bit.  
 
A couple of years later the king of Egypt was having lots of dreams and he had heard that Joseph could 
interpret them, so he sent for Joseph to tell him what they meant. So Joseph interpreted those dreams, 
and what he said was this: there will be seven years when they’ll have lots of food and then seven years 
of no food. And when there’s no food, it’s called a famine: you know sometimes you see it on the TV in 
some countries in places like Africa, where it’s so hot all the crops dry up and they have years of 
famine. This is what was going to happen, or what Joseph said was going to happen in the dream. So 
what they had to do was store up all the food in the seven years when they had lots of food, to keep it so 
when they didn’t have food for seven years they could get the stored food out and start eating it. The 
king was so happy that Joseph had interpreted the dream, he made Joseph a leader over the whole of 
Egypt: he gave him the whole country to look after. Something like the size of England he was in 
charge of looking after, so he had a really big country to look after. Joseph was in charge of the land 
and the food; so, what Joseph said happened: there was a famine, seven years of no food. And do you 
know what happened? Jacob and Joseph’s brothers ran out of food. So Jacob decided to send his sons 
to Egypt to get some food and amazingly enough, when they got to Egypt they bowed down to the 
really important person [who was Joseph] him and they asked him for food. They didn’t know it was 
Joseph because they thought he was dead. Joseph, who was still in disguise, gave them food. And then, 
to cut a long story short [because there were lots of things that happened in  between], Joseph tells his 
brothers who he is, “It’s me, Joseph.” And do you know what Joseph does? He forgives them. Now isn’t 
that amazing when you think they sold him, they wanted to kill him, and he turns round and says “I 
forgive you for those things you did.” And they had a big celebration together. Then all the brothers go 
back to Canaan and what do they tell Jacob?  
“Joseph is alive.” 
 
Yes, Joseph is alive. Jacob is so happy, he thought his son was dead and he realizes that he’s still alive. 
So what do you think Jacob does then? Jacob goes rushing off to meet Joseph, while Joseph rushes off 
to meet Jacob and they meet in a place together, and they are so happy. They hug each other and they 
are so excited to be back together again. 
 
Now, the reason I love the story of Joseph, is because Joseph’s life is full of good times, as well as bad 
times, and exciting times, and boring times. Happy times and sad times: and aren’t our lives exactly 
like that. Good times, bad times, happy times and sad times. Joseph was from a family where his dad 
loved him very much, and I too came from a family where my mum and dad loved me very much. But 
even though we are loved as children, we never know what’s going to happen in life: we never know 
what’s going to happen in the future. When Joseph was badly treated by his brothers and he was sold 
to strange men, sometimes in life things can happen to us that upset us: we might be bullied by 
someone, we might be treated badly by our brothers or sisters, we might meet strangers, we might be 
treated horribly by people at school, or at work. Whatever we’re going through God is always with us. 
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Joseph always knew that God was with him, and I know that God is always with me. God looked after 
Joseph in prison and afterwards, he was the king’s right hand man, wasn’t he? Joseph had no idea he 
was going to have a happy ending, but all through the bad and the good times he still trusted God. 
 
It’s interesting, a couple of years ago, I lost my job and I had been working there for about 23 years and 
it was the only job I had ever done. I was so sad that I had lost this job; I didn’t know what was going to 
happen next. How was I going to get enough money, how was I going to get another job? But do you 
know what, God knew exactly what He was doing, and now I’m in a job that I really, really like, I spend 
less time at work, which means I spend more time with my family, and all the way through that I had 
to trust God that He knew what He was doing, and in the future it was going to work out OK. So from a 
sad time, I went into a happy time, and I know that God is always going to be with me and help me, 
and I hope that one day you’ll know that too.  
 
 
Nicki Lewington 


