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Jesus calms a storm. 
 
Push the boat out! Come on. Push! It’s not moving. That’s better; push! That’s it; push it out. Now 
you’ve got to climb into the boat. Into the boat. And get the oars out, and start rowing. Ah, that’s good, 
start rowing. Nice steady strokes. And while you’re rowing, if you’re on a boat and it’s nice and gentle 
the water laps by the boat, going “dub, dub, dub, dub, dub.” 
 
“Dub, dub, dub, gurgle, gurgle, dub, dub.” 
 
That sounds really cool, that does; that sounds really nice.  
So we get a bit further off the shore, and we can stop rowing because we can now get the sail up, so 
we’d better pull the sail up; come on, get it up; pull it tight. Get it nice and ready and then we can sit 
there and we can steer the boat. Now I know that Jesus’ boat wasn’t steered with wheels, but he and his 
disciples got into a boat and they were sailing across the Lake of Galilee and they were thinking it was 
really quite nice. Jesus actually lay down in the back of the boat and he went off to sleep.  
 
[Sounds of snoring.] 
 
You can do the actions as well, I don’t have to do all the work. 
 
Unfortunately, as they were going along and steering the boat, the wind began to get up. So we need a 
wind blowing noise. 
 
[Sound of whistling and blowing.] 
 
And the boat started to rock from side to side, oooh, ooooh, oooooh!. Yes, we all look a bit frightened. 
So we had better bring the sail down. Quick, because it’s getting windy. Oh, oh, get the sail down. 
That’s really good. Right. Right, the sail’s down. Let’s hope the boat settles down a bit. Oh dear, it’s still 
rocky. The waves are getting higher, and the wind is going “Woooooo, woooooo!” There’s water coming 
in the boat, so you’d better start baling, getting the water out. Come on, faster, faster otherwise it’s 
going to sink, we’re going to be in trouble. Oh dear, it’s so frightening, we’d better hang on to 
somebody, in case we get swept overboard. Hold on to somebody. Hold on to somebody.  
 
“Help me, I’m scared!” 
 
“I’m falling!” 
 
All this time Jesus is fast asleep in the boat [sounds of snoring]. So do you think we ought to wake him 
up? 
 
“Yes! Yes!” 
 
Because we’re all frightened. So, wakey, wakey Jesus! 
 
“Wakey! wakey! Wakey wakey Jesus!” 
 
And Jesus slowly woke up, “Ooogh, yawn, sigh” and then he stood up and he said, “Peace be still”. Can 
you do that? 
 
“Peace be still” 
 
[Sounds of silence.] 
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Can you hear anything? 
 
“No. No” 
 
What happened to the waves? They’ve all gone calm.  
 
[More silence.] 
 
Wow! Come on, let’s have a big ‘Wow!’ 
 
“Wow! Wow!” 
 
Jesus has made it completely still! What sort of person wakes up, stands up, and says ‘Peace be still’? – 
 
“The Son of God?” 
 
 - and the sea actually stops the waves, and the wind stops. That is an amazing person. And the 
disciples went “Wow!” There’s only one problem: the wind has dropped, the sea’s all calm, which 
means that we’ve all got to row to the shore. So, back to the rowing.  
 
A girl sings “Row, row, row the boat, gently down the stream”. 
 
No it’s not a stream, it’s across the lake. Right, sit yourselves down where you are then. That’s good. 
What we’ve discovered is a terrific story about the fact that Jesus went to sleep in a boat in a storm. 
He’s an amazing person, because he so trusted God his father and knew his father was going to be so 
safe, that he could go to sleep in a storm. And that’s really good news for you and me because when 
things go wrong in life, we say ‘it’s like a storm’. You know, something happens, somebody is ill, or 
something like that, it’s like a storm in life. But if you’ve got Jesus with you, you can sleep through a 
storm, because you can pray to him and say ‘Lord, Mum’s not well, she’s very upset, I don’t understand 
why.” And Jesus is there with you to be in with you, in the storm; and he can say to you in your heart, 
‘Peace be still’, and make you feel safe and secure, even in the worst situation. Isn’t he an amazing 
person?  
 
Phil Platt 
 


